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Investigation on the Factors Affecting the Determination of Total Phosphorus in

Surface Water

WANG Bao-qin, DOU Yan-yan, ZHANG Xue-lu
( Nanjing Environmenial Monitoring Center, Nanjing , Jiangsu 210013, China)

Abstract: Total phosphorus content in surface water is an important index to evaluate the water quality. This paper mainly aimed at
studying the influences of suspended sediment (silt) in the sample, the different storage time, regulation of pH on the determination
of total phosphorus. The results showed that the concentration of total phosphorus decreased with time. And no difference of the total
phosphorus concentration was observed between the neutral samples and the samples being added acid in 24 h. During the sampling
process, the total phosphorus concentration increased with the increase of storage time, thus the dissolution of total phosphorus in

water samples with suspended sediment should be fully considered.
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