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Abstract; This paper described the development process of water ecoregion at abroad and their application in establishing ecosystem
databases, developing different water quality standards, conducting river ecological monitoring and evaluating water health.
According to the study of water ecoregion in Lake Taihu Basin, it pointed out the problems exists in current water environment
management and advantages of water ecoregion management. We propose that we should lay emphasis on applied research from
specific operational levels, for example, water ecoregion monitoring, pilot assessment, evaluation, and restoration to change the
water environment management from water chemical indicators to comprehensive indicators of water ecology, and finally promote the
establishment of a water environment management innovation system oriented to the health of aquatic ecosystems.
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